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ther end of the tube, copious precipitation occurred there

Solar light also efleeta tlio decompotution of the nitrite*
otamyl vapor. On October 10, 18(18, I partially dark-
ened-a small room in the Royal Institution, into which
the sun shone, permitting the light to enter through an
open portion of the window-shutter. lu the track of tlio
beam was placed a large plano-oonyox Ions, -which formed
a fine convergent cone in the dust ot the room behind it
The experimental tube "waa 111 led in tho Inborn tory, cov-
ered with a black cloth, and carried into tlio partially
darkened room* On thrusting one end of the tube into
the cone of rays behind tho lens, precipitation within the
cone was copious and immediate. Tlio vapor at tlio dis-
tant end of the tube was in part Hhioldod by that in front,
and was also more feebly acted on through tlio divergence
of the rays, On reversing the tube, a second and similar
cone was precipitated*

Physical Considerations

I sought to determine tho particular portion of the
light which produced tho foregoing eU'eets. When, pre-
vious to entering the experimental tube, the beam wus
caused to pass through a red glaas, the effect WUB greatly
weakened, but not extinguished. Thitt was also tho cane
'with various samplcn of yellow glixwn. A blue glass being
introduced before the removal of tlio yollow or the rod,
on taking the latter away prompt precipitation occurred,
along the track of tlio bluo hoam. Hence, in tins eaao,
the more refrangible rays are tho mowt chemically active.
The color of tho liquid nitrite ot amyl indicates that this
must be the ease; it ia a feeble bat distinct yellow: inthese circumstances, the
